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THE CABOOSE THAT GOT LOSE


From the years 1877 to 1900, America was excitedly working to become the best nation on earth. Progress was being made in our manufacturing, transportation, agriculture, and mass production. We were becoming a more closely-knit nation, and had filled in the vast majority of our country, by way of the railroads.. America was a train, and was lumbering towards the goal of our gilded Mecca. In our fervor to reach the top, many cars had toppled off the spire, and were fodder to feed the burgeoning industries that were being owned by more and more Big Businesses. These immigrants flooded into the cities, desperate for work, and were consequently treated like dirt. This happens into the twentieth century with the rise of Big Labor. The Indians though, simply never boarded the train, but were the more adversely affected for it. Then there are the Asian Immigrants and immigrants European (eastern mainly), who came here to make a new and better life in this land of opportunity. They too, were disappointed when their lack of understanding of our culture left them with marginal opportunities, hard labor in factories and a somewhat evaporated culture. Then there was the south, where many long-standing white and black citizens were left in the dust, so to speak, of this new progress. Of course, some found their way to the top along with their Anglo-Saxon compatriots, but for most, our dream was unattainable in full.

